
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



596 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST. [Vol. XXXVIII. 

Coues' Key to North American Birds 1 had nominally four edi- 
tions, but the third and fourth were practically reprints of the second 
(1884) edition. At his death, Dr. Coues was at work on a new 
edition, the MS. of which was fortunately completed by him. It 
has been published as the fifth edition of the Key under the direction 
of Mr. J. A. Farley, to whose conscientious care the publishers give 
due praise. 

The present edition appears in two large volumes containing over 
eleven hundred pages. The Historical Preface of former editions is 
followed by a short memoir of the author, being the address delivered 
by D. G. Elliot at the A. O. U. Congress in 1900. Part I, on Field 
Ornithology is reprinted without change. Part II on the Structure 
and Classification of Birds has been somewhat revised. That Dr. 
Coues nailed his colors to the mast is evident from a paragraph on 
p. 80, where though he avows his allegiance to the A. O. U. code of 
nomenclature, he expressly excepts the canon which requires him to 
misspell a name " for no other reason than because it was misspelled 
in the beginning." 

A less gratifying evidence of his courage in his convictions is given 
in the discussion of color-change without moult, or Aptosochro- 
matism (p. 92) as Dr. Coues was proud to have termed it. It seems 
strange that the pages that follow could have been written after the 
publication of Mr. J. A. Allen's paper in the Bull. Amer. Nat. Hist. 
1896. 

The chief additions in this edition are in Part III, Systematic 
Synopsis of North American Birds. Here have been incorporated 
the results which the study of systematic ornithology has achieved 
within the last twenty years. The descriptions of many species, and 
of their nesting habits have been rewritten, particularly in the case 
of western birds. Many new species and sub-species have been 
accorded recognition. Such difficult groups as the Small Flycatchers 
(Empidonax) and the Horned Larks (Otocorys) now appear as they 
were left by the more conservative treatment of Brewster and Dwight. 
Most of the changes in nomenclature made by the A. O. U. commit- 
tee have been accepted, and in some cases some of those not made 
at the time of Dr. Coues's death were foreseen and included. The 
changes made since his death appear in an appendix. There have 
been added to man}' of the biographies, especially to those of the 
less familiar birds, the more important synonyms and bibliographical 

1 Key to North American Birds. The Fifth Edition. Coues, Elliott, Boston, 
Dana Estes and Co. 1903. pp. 1152. 
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references. The accounts of the orders and families have been 
largely rewritten, and include references to extra-limital groups so 
that the relationships of North American birds to foreign groups is 
more clearly brought out. Most of the old illustrations have been 
retained, and over two hundred new ones have been prepared for 
this edition by Fuertes. Old admirers of the Key will probably 
rejoice to see the old familiar cuts, absurdly inadequate or useless as 
many of them were, and now cruelly contrasted with Fuertes' brilliant 
work. 

The great influence which Coues' Key exercised on the ornithol- 
ogists of the past generation is well known, and it is gratifying to 
see his work brought as nearly as possible up to date, and its capa- 
city for usefulness thus prolonged. It was always a bulky book, and 
now, in its present form, it cannot serve as a manual ; it must yield 
the field to later excellent " Keys." But it may still rank as one of 
the most valuable works on the reference shelf, especially to those 
who grew up with it. 

One is curious, however, with regard to this work of Fuertes, to 
know whether it represents that artist's earlier or later style. In 
some of it his worst faults in bird portraiture are too prominent. In 
his drawing of the Mountain Chickadee (p. 271) in his efforts to show 
the plumpness of a vigorous bird, the artist has given us an absurd 
little caricature. 

R. H. 

Boulenger on the Classification of Bony Fishes. — The most im- 
portant recent contribution to the taxonomy of fishes is " A Synopsis 
of the Suborders and Families of Teleostean Fishes," by Dr. G. A. 
Boulenger of the British Museum, published in the Annals and Mag- 
azine of Natural History for March, 1904. It is based on his own 
studies of the fish skeletons in the British Museum and on the work 
of Woodward, Gill, Jordan, Starks and Regan. The special effort 
has been to show the relation of the different members of this great 
group of nearly 12,000 species by a classification based on our 
knowledge of phylogeny. The result of Dr. Boulenger's work is 
not essentially different in fact from that of Dr. Gill, although there 
is considerable divergence in nomenclature. Dr. Gill has preferred 
to isolate aberrant groups until their true relationship is known. As 
a result he has recognized twice as many families and twice as many 
orders as Boulenger, many of these families and orders being pro- 
visional. The advantage of this method lies in clear definition. The 



